
Holiday	Actors	present	

CHARACTER	DESCRIPTIONS	&	REQUIREMENTS	
	
For	this	year’s	production	we	are	looking	for	a	cast	of	approx.	50	singers,	actors	and	dancers	of	various	
ages,	looks	and	abilities.	The	Boy	from	Oz	is	a	fast	paced	story	and	the	cast	will	be	required	to	work	hard.	
This	 story	 also	 deals	with	 a	 number	 of	mature	 themes	 and	we	will	 expect	 the	 cast	 to	 rehearse	with	
respect	to	their	peers	and	the	content	of	the	biography.	The	artistic	team	will	be	working	meaningfully	
with	the	cast;	building	their	authentic	understanding	of	the	themes	Identity,	Loss	and	Relationships.	It	is	
our	 priority	 to	 encourage	 safe	 discussion	 over	 the	 course	 of	 the	 rehearsal	 process.	 As	 such,	 all	
Auditionees	wishing	to	be	considered	for	the	characters	Peter,	Judy,	Liza,	Greg	or	Marion	must	be	16	
years	of	age	at	the	time	of	auditioning.	
	
	
PETER	ALLEN	
Actor/Singer/Dancer,	Oozing	charisma	and	energy!	The	ultimate	Aussie	‘Showman’!	The	actor	must	also	
be	comfortably	flamboyant	and	rehearse/perform	mature	themes.		
Age:	 Due	 to	 the	 show	 crossing	 a	 large	 time-span	 of	 Peter’s	 life,	 the	 actor	 playing	 Peter	 will	 need	 to	
demonstrate	versatility	 in	physicality	and	voice	to	represent	this	aging.	Performance	age	crossed	from	
20-50	years	old.	
Vocal	Range:	Middle	C	–	A	(above	staff),	(Bb	Falsetto)	
Dancing:	Strong	
	
	
THE	TRIO:	KAREN,	SHEENA	AND	LINELLE.		
Back	Up	Girls	for	Peter	Allen.	These	girls	are	back-up	artists,	but	vocal	superstars!		
Vocal	Ranges:	Three	parts	sit	within	a	low	Eb	(below	the	staff)	to	a	Bb	(above	the	staff).	They	are	Sop	1,	
Sop	2,	Alto	arrangements;	each	part	has	a	 large	range	to	allow	for	solos	and	scatting.	The	Trio	have	a	
little	dialogue	and	will	need	to	be	able	to	banter	with	Peter	when	on	stage	
Dancing:	Good	movers	
	
	
JUDY	GARLAND	
Memorable,	charismatic	Movie	Star	and	Stage	Diva.	A	sensitive	and	very	vulnerable	character,	but	also	
strong	willed.	A	singer/actress	willing	to	work	very	hard.	
Age:	Performance	age	is	mid	40’s.		
Vocal	Range:	Eb	(below	the	staff)	–	A	(on	the	staff)	
Dancing:	Confident	Mover	
	
	
	



LIZA	MINNELLI	
A	 rising	 star	 (Judy	 Garland’s	 daughter)	marries	 Peter	 Allen.	 Theatre	 &	 Cabaret	 Artist.	 Dancer,	 singer,	
actress.		
Age:	Performance	age	should	cross	18	to	40	
Vocal	Range:	F	(below	the	staff)	-	C#	(on	the	staff)	
Dancing:	Strong	
	
	
YOUNG	PETER	
Peter	Allen	as	an	Australian	youngster.	Singer	with	good	dancing	and	tapping	ability.	Clean	cut	kid	with	a	
lot	of	bravado!	
Age:	Performance	age	from	around	8	to	13	years.		
Vocal	Range:	Middle	C#	–	D	(on	the	staff)	unbroken	voice.		
Dancing:	Some	training	(preferably	tap)		
	
	
MARION	WOOLNOUGH	
Peter	Allen’s	Australian	mother,	down	to	earth	mother	type.	Strong	actress,	singer.	Character	shows	a	
good	Australian	sense	of	humour.		
Age:	Performance	age	from	30	-70.		
Vocal	Range:	E	(below	staff)	–	Bb	(on	staff)	
Dancing:	Mover	
	
	
GREG	CONNELL	
Peter	Allen’s	 long-term	companion.	Greg	was	from	Texas	and	was	a	fashion	model.	He	designed	Peter	
Allen’s	 sound	 and	 lighting	 for	 his	 shows,	 after	 they	 met.	Warm	 lovable	 character,	 quiet	 with	 a	 very	
dependable	personality.	The	actor	must	also	be	comfortably	flamboyant	and	rehearse/perform	mature	
themes.	
Age:	Performance	age	from	20-40.	
Vocal	Range:	Middle	C	–	D	(on	the	staff)		
	
	
CHRIS	BELL	
Chris	Bell	is	a	young,	wide-eyed	and	clean-cut	entertainer.	He	is	the	other	Half	of	the	Allen	Brothers	and	
son	of	his	domineering	father,	Wally	Bell.		
Age:	Performance	age	20.	
Vocal	Range:	Middle	C	–	D	(on	the	staff)	
Dancing:	Strong	
	
	
The	following	characters	are	some	of	the	other	speaking	roles	that	will	be	cast	from	the	auditions	–		
	
Dee	Anthony	(Manager),	Valerie	Anthony	(Dee’s	Wife	–	Brooklyn	Accent),		
Dick	Woolnough	(Peter’s	Father),	Josie	Mann	(Armidale	Pub	Owner),		
Brian	Henderson	(Bandstand	Host),	Wally	Bell	(Producer),	Reporters,		
Audition	Hopefuls,	The	Rockettes,	Broadway	performers,	Backstage	crew,		
Armidale	pub	locals	etc..	



Audition	bookings	can	be	made	on	the	day	of	the	Audition	Workshop	(September	8th,	2018)	or	after,	by	
phoning	Lyle	Russell:	0408549095	

Auditions	will	be	held	on,	Saturday	22nd	and	Sunday	23rd	of	September	between	9-6pm	at	St	John’s	Hall	
(Corner	of	Manifold	and	Princess	Streets)	

Auditions	will	be	between	5	and	10	minutes	in	length.		

Please	bring	your	completed	audition	form	with	you	to	your	audition.	
	
Please	arrive	15	minutes	prior	to	your	scheduled	audition	time.	
Please	carefully	read	the	Acting,	Vocal	and	Choreography	notes	to	find	out	exactly	what	is	required	for	
your	audition.		

Note:	no	roles	in	this	production	have	been	pre-cast	and	the	audition	process	will	be	rigorous.	

	

What	to	expect	from	your	Boy	From	Oz	 audition…	

Monologue:	All	 auditionees	will	 be	 required	 to	 present	 the	 Australian	 Poem	 “Shooting	 the	 Dogs”	 by	
Philip	Hodgins,	as	a	monologue.		In	the	style	of	one	of	the	following	character	types:	

- An	Australian	Farmer/Farmer’s	Wife	
- An	American	Farmer/Farmer’s	Wife	
- A	cheeky	Aussie	kid!	
- Someone	who	has	lost	something	they	love.		
- OR	in	the	style	of	the	principal	character	you	are	auditioning	for.		

	
Performers	who	 are	 auditioning	 for	 a	 PRINCIPAL	CHARACTER	 are	 also	 asked	 to	 prepare	 a	 patter	 type	
short	 story	or	 just	 tell	 a	 joke	 in	 the	 style	of	 the	 character	 you	are	 auditioning	 for	 -	 to	 showcase	 your	
understanding	of	their	mannerisms	and	ability	to	break	the	fourth	wall	and	converse	with	the	audience.		
	
Accents:	The	production	will	have	accents	appropriate	to	the	characters.	Please	keep	this	in	mind	when	
preparing	for	your	audition.	
	
Research:	You	will	find	lots	of	footage	on	Peter	Allen,	Judy	Garland	and	Liza	Minnelli	
on	the	internet.	We	recommend	that	you	take	a	look,	as	it	will	give	you	
	an	idea	as	to	their	individual	vocal	styles	and	mannerisms	
	
	
Our	job	is	to	encourage	you.	We	want	you	to	come	and	have	a	good	time	
	and	hopefully	come	out	of	your	audition	trying	something	new!		
Relax,	we	want	you	to	be	great!	



What	to	expect	from	your	Boy	From	Oz	 	audition…	

Vocal	 Range:	 you	will	 be	 asked	 to	 demonstrate	 your	 vocal	 range	 by	 singing	 a	 c	major	 scale,	 up	 and	
down,	to	determine	your	lowest	and	highest	note.	

Audition	songs:	
1. I	Still	Call	Australia	Home	–	bars	61-85
2. Own	choice	of	a	character	song	–	16-20	bars	only	(optional).	Please	bring	your	own	sheet	music,

or	backing	track
3. Don’t	 Cry	 Out	 Loud	 –	 bars	 36-	 52.	 Please	 note:	 Only	 if	 you	 are	 wishing	 to	 audition	 for	 a

character.
4. Somewhere	over	the	rainbow	–	Verse	1	and	chorus	1	and	2.	Please	note:	Only	if	you	are	wishing

to	audition	for	Judy	or	Liza.

Callbacks:	
1. Peter	Allen	–	Not	the	boy	next	door.	Bars	29-52
2. TRIO	–	Not	the	boy	next	door.	Bars	61-75
3. Greg	–	I	honestly	love	you.	Bars	25-37
4. Chris	with	Peter:	Pretty	Keen	Teen.	Bars	6-13
5. Liza	–	Arthurs	Theme.	Bars	5-26
6. Judy	Garland	–	All	I	wanted	was	a	dream.	Bars	3-38
7. Judy	and	Peter:	Only	an	older	woman.	Bars	65.72

What	to	expect	from	your	Boy	From	Oz	 	audition…	

1. Dance	auditions	will	occur	in	small	groups	every	30	minutes,	during	the	Vocal	Audition	Days.

Tips	for	learning	and/or	rehearsing	with	a	video:	

1. Take	it	slow:	when	learning	from	a	video,	don’t	try	to	memorise	all	the	choreography	at	once.
Pause	the	video	when	you	need	to	and	repeat,	repeat,	repeat.

2. Directions:	use	 the	audio	of	 the	video	to	 figure	out	which	 foot	you	should	be	using	 first,	 then
consider	the	direction	of	the	body.

3. Separate	arms	and	feet:	try	to	get	a	hold	of	the	footwork	and	direction	changes	before	you	try
to	add	in	or	perfect	your	arm	movements.

4. Add	 your	 style:	 this	 is	 a	 disco-inspired	 routine.	Once	 you	 know	 the	 choreography,	 add	 in	 the
style	and	personality	needed	for	this	era	of	dance.	Make	it	your	own!



	

(if	required)	

	
Call-backs	will	be	held	on	Monday	24th	September,	from	6-9pm.	St	John’s	Hall	(Corner	of	Manifold	and	
Princess	Streets).		

You	will	be	notified	on	the	evening	of	Sunday	23rd	September,	if	you	will	be	required	for	a	call-back.			
	
Please	note:	If	you	are	not	asked	to	attend	the	call-backs	–	this	DOES	NOT	mean	your	audition	has	been	
unsuccessful	
	



Shooting the Dogs: 
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