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Who would have thought when our Mamma Mia season closed in January our lives 
would be so massively impacted by Covid-19 with the cancellation and postponement of 
so many performances of our schools and community groups. Even this meeting cannot 
occur in its traditional format due to our need to be socially distant. Fortunately we also 
live in a time where technology can keep us together in a virtual world and I must make 
mention of Joel barker, our amazing secretary and tech expert who has helped Holiday 
Actors continue to do business throughout the pandemic. It is with great pleasure I 
report on the activities of Holiday Actors over the past year.   

Our 2020 production, Mamma Mia was another spectacular success. Audiences totaled 
2,970, with every show sold out before the season opened! I’m pretty sure that is a 
record! The production team, ably led by Lyle Russell, and their myriad of helpers 
created a visual spectacular which the amazing cast brought to life. Congratulations to 
all on an outstanding season. 

A number of people were recognized at the cast party for their significant contributions: 

The Bernie Award acknowledges outstanding effort and commitment by a Holiday 
Actors member (usually a cast member) involved in the current production. This year we 
had two recipients: Eden Agnew and Lachlan Trigg. 

Eden not only worked tirelessly as vocal she was a tremendous support to the cast in all 
that they do.  Lachie put in huge effort travelling from Melbourne to be part of the show.  
Eden and Lachie said farewell at the cast party along with Keelan and Aislinn to join the 
long list of HA alumni. We them all the very best for the future 

Inductees into the Hall of Fame are current or former junior members who have made 
an outstanding contribution to Holiday Actors, usually over a period of some years. This 
years’ inductee was Aislinn Primmer. Aislinn has performed in 6 HA shows including 
one Young Directors production. A fantastic performer as well as cast member who has 
supported the cast to develop as performers and people, demonstrating the HA values 
in all she does.   

The Laurel Langdon Award acknowledges those people who have given of their 
expertise, time and energy to the promotion and advancement of Holiday Actors Inc 
through their contribution to the current annual production. This year’s award went to 
Joel Barker, a very quiet achiever who does so much.  His contribution to the technical 
development of our shows over the past few years has lifted productions to the next 
level. He is our secretary, website manager, technical expert and all round great guy. 

The Merran Adams Award acknowledges outstanding effort and commitment by an 
orchestra member involved in the current Holiday Actors production. This year’s 
recipient was Millie Quarrell.  Congratulations to all our award recipients.  

The other massive achievement this year was our co-production of Les Miserables with 
Warrnambool Theatre Company. What started as a tentative venture resulted in an 
overwhelming success at every level! The show was a box office hit with incredible 
feedback from audience members, many commenting that it was as good, if not better 



than a professional production.  It was also a great financial success, securing a solid 
future for both companies.  We made new friends with both companies learning new 
skills and building capacity in many areas of production. We also saw many HA alumni 
returning to the stage as performers for the first time in many years rediscovering their 
love of performance and leaving them with an appetite for more.  Many thanks to the 
Joint Working Committee comprising Lyle Russell and Danielle Gladman from Holiday 
Actors, and Ailiche Goddard-Clegg and Heather Goddard from Warrnambool Theatre 
Company for bringing to life this hair brained idea formed outside the Dennington Hall 
one dark rainy night! 
This venture was so successful it left a keen appetite for another joint production and 
planning commenced to present CATS in September 2020. Unfortunately the 
uncertainty of theatre performances has led to the postponement of this production until 
2021 but it will go ahead when life returns to some sort of normality. 
 
Our grateful thanks go to Jamie Tait and the Gwen and Edna Jones Foundation for the 
continued use of TOAD Hall. This facility provides us with a much larger rehearsal 
space that can accommodate the band, cast and costuming in a centralized location.  
 
My thanks go to the outgoing Advisory Committee who work tirelessly over the year to 
ensure the future of the company. My particular thanks go to the executive, Jenny 
Lukeis as Vice President, Joel Barker as Secretary and Lyle Russell as Treasurer that 
all make sure the minutes go out and the books balance. Grateful thanks also to the 
remainder of the committee: Cathy Gleeson, Luke Bartlett, Elana Agnew, Nikki Nuske, 
Angela Kenna and Danielle Gladman. Every one of them makes such a huge 
contribution. Danielle stood down during this year but been an incredible influence over 
a number of years and played a pivotal role in Holiday Actors working towards 
compliance with the Child Safe legislation. In addition to the monthly meetings, each of 
these people also take on a major role in the production team. Thank you all for your 
ongoing support and commitment. 
 
This year I will be stepping down from the Advisory Committee. After 16 years and 23 
productions I think it’s time for me to make way for new people with new ideas.  It will be 
sad to go and I’m sorry that I won’t get to say goodbye to you all in person.  I have had 
a great time, learned so much and made lifelong friendships. I will still be helping out 
with some sewing here and there and of course attending every show. Many thanks to 
you all. 
 
The 2021 show has been secured and we have appointed a fantastic directorial team to 
present Mary Poppins. Ali McLaren, director; Maja Pearson and Brooke Chambers, 
vocal directors; Sonia Beal, musical director and Eloise Sampson, choreographer are all 
very excited to bring this classic to the Warrnambool stage. We are confident that, 
despite the current restrictions, we will be able to present a show in 2021  
 
I hereby move that this report be accepted.  
  
 
Janet Punch President,  
Holiday Actors  
30th  May, 2020 
 


